AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A video processing method comprising: 

receiving plural pieces of digital data s«eh-as -including at least one of video and 
audio data, and an instruction signal indicating whether the plural pieces of digital data 
are to be multiplexed or are to be demultiplexed and recordedn et: 

multiplexing the plural pieces of digital data,, wh e n the instruction signal 
indicates the digital data to bo multiplexed; and outputting the multiplexed digital data v 
and a flag indicating whether or not the digital data are multiplexed,, or no t when the 
instruction signal indicates that the digital data are to be multiplexed: and 

adding inform ation for synchronization to the plural pieces of digital data without 
multiplexing the digita l data, and outputting the digital data having the information for 
synchronization added thereto, when the instruction signal indicates that the digital data 
are to be demultiplexed and outputted . 

2. (Currently amended) A video processing method comprising: 

receiving plural pieces of digital data suehnas -including at least one of video and 
audio data, and scene description data indicating the respective p layback times or 
playback positions of the r e sp e ctiv e digital data; 

setting a scene description flag indicating whether or not there is a scene 
description-eraet; and 

outputting the digital data and the scene description flag. 

3. (Currently Amended) The video processing method of Claim 1^ further 
comprising: 

generating access information for making an access to the digital data at an 
arbitrary time or at an arbitrary position; and 

outputting the accessed digital data acc e ss e d and the access information. 

4. (Currently Amended) The video processing method of Claim 2 X further 
comprising: 
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generating access information for making an access to the inputted digital data at 
an arbitrary time or at an arbitrary position; and 

outputting the accessed digital data acc e ss e d and the access information. 

5. (Currently amended) A video processing apparatus comprising: 
audio coding means for coding digital audio data; 

video coding means for coding digital video data;-and 

multiplexing means for receiving plural pieces of coded digital dat a cod e d, and 
an instruction signal indicating whether or not the plural pieces of digital data are to be 
multiplexed or ne tare to be demultiplexed and outputted , and-multiplexing the plural 
pieces of digital data when the instruction signal indicates that the digital data are t o be 
multiplexed, and outputting the multiplexed digital data and a flag indicating whether or 
not the digital data are multiplexed or not. ; and 

outputting means for adding information for synchronization to the plural pieces 
of digital data without multiplexing the digital data, and outputting the digital data having 
the information for synchronization added thereto, when the instruction signal indicates 
that the digital data are to be demultiplexed and outputted. 

6. (Currently amended) A video processing method comprising: 

receiving plural pieces of digital data sueh-a sincluding at least one of video and 
audio data, and-a multiplexing flag indicating whether or not the plural pieces of digital 
data are multiplexed^ ef^et and a scene description flag indicating whether or not there is 
scene description data that indicate the respective playback times or playback positions of 
the digital data ; 

outputting the digital data and the scene description data when the scene 
description flag indicates that there is scene description data; and 

demultiplexing the plural pieces of digital data^ wh e n th e flag indicat e s that the 
digital data ar e multipl e xed; and outputting the demultiplexed digital data respectively^ 
when the multiplexing flag indicates that the digital data are multiplexed . 
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i) J. 

7. (Currently amended) A video processing method comprising: 

receiving plural pieces of digital data such as including at least one of video and 
audio data, and a scene description flag indicating whether there is scene description data 
that indicate the respective p layback times or playback positions of the r e sp e ctive digital 
data; and 

outputting the digital data and the scene description data when the scene 
description flag indicates that there is scene description data. 

8. (Currently amended) A video processing apparatus comprising: 
audio decoding means for decoding digitized audio data; 
video decoding means for decoding digitized video data; and 
demultiplexing/control means for 

detecting a multiplexing flag indicating whether or not the plural pieces of 
digital data are multiplexed^ eraety -and when the multiplexing flag indicates that 
the digital data are multiplexed, demultiplexing the plural pieces of digital data 
wh e n th e flag indicates that th e digital data are multiplex e d, and controlling the 
said audio decoding means and fee -said video decoding means so as to output the 
plural pieces of digital data separately , and 

detecting a scene description flag indicating whether there is scene 
description data that indicate the respective playback times or playback positions 
of the digital data, and when the scene description flag indicates that there is 
scene description data, controlling said audio decoding means and said video 
decoding means so as to output the digital data and the scene description data . 

9. (Currently amended) A video processing apparatus comprising: 
audio coding means for coding digital audio data; 

video coding means for coding digital video data; and 
multiplexing data recording means for 

receiving the-plural pieces of coded digital data coded, and an instruction 
signal indicating whether the plural pieces of digital data are to be multiplexed or 
net are to be demultiplexed and recorded , and 
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multiplexing the plural pieces of digital data when the instruction signal 
indicates the digital data to bo multiplexed , and outputting recording the 
multiplexed digital data and a flag indicating whethep -that the digital data are 
multiplexed onto the same recording medium, when the instruction signal 
indicates that the digital data are to be multiplexed, and or not; and data recording 
means for recording the multiplexed digital data and the flag indicating whether 
the digital data are multiplexed or not, onto th e same r e cording m e dium. 

adding information for synchronization to the plural pieces of digital data 
without multiplexing the digital data, and recording the digital data having the 
information for synchronization added thereto, when the instruction signal 
indicates that the digital data are to be demultiplexed and outputted. 

10. (Currently amended) A data -computer-readable r ecording medium containing 
having a video processing program stored thereon for making a computer execute a 
process of recording plural pieces of digital data stteh-a sincluding at least one of video 
and audio data onto the same recording medium, fee- said video processing program 
comprising: 

a first program segment for receiving plural pieces of digital data such as vid e o 
and audio dat a including at least one of video and audio data , and an instruction signal 
indicating whether the plural pieces of digital data are to be multiplexed or net are to be 
demultiplexed and recorded ; 

a second program segment for multiplexing the plural pieces of digital data when 
the instruction signal indicates that the digital data areto be multiplexed; 

a third program segment for outputting the multiplexed digital data, and a flag 
indicating whether or not t he digital data are multiplexed or no t when the instruction 
signal indicates that the digital data are to be multiplexed ; and 

a fourth program segment for recording the outputted multiplexed digital data and 
the flag indicating whether or not the digital data are multiplexed or not, onto the same 
recording mediu m when the instruction signal indicates that the digital data are to be 
multiplexedr; and 
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a fifth program segment for adding information for synchronization to the plural 
pieces of digital data without multiplexing the digital data, and outputting the digital data 
having the information for synchronization added thereto, when the instruction signal 
indicates that the digital data are to be demultiplexed and outputted. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A data -computer-readable recording medium containing 
having a video processing program stored thereon for making a computer execute a 
process of recording plural pieces of digital data such as including at least one of video 
and audio data onto the same recording medium, the -said video processing program 
comprising: 

a first program segment for reading plural pieces of digital data s^efe-as- including 
at least one of video and audio data, and a multiplexing flag indicating whether or not the 
plural pieces of digital data are multiplexed-eraet; 

a second program segment for j udging whether or not the plural pieces of digital 
data are multiplexed erae kbased on the basis of th e multiplexing flag: and 

a third program segment for demultiplexing the plural pieces of digital data when 
it is judged said second program segment judges t hat the plural pieces of digital data are 
multiplexed, and outputting the respective obtained digital data obtain e d separate^; 

a fourth program segment for receiving plural pieces of digital data including at 
least one of video and audio data, and a scene description flag indicating whether there is 
scene description data that indicate the respective playback times or playback positions of 
the digital data; 

a fifth program segment for judging whether there is the scene description data 
based on the scene description flag; and 

a sixth program segment for outputting the digital data and the scene description 
data when said fifth program segment judges that there is scene description data. 

12. (Currently amended) A data rcomputer-readable recording medium containing 
operable to be accessed by a computer and having stored thereon p lural pieces of digital 
data such as including at least one of video and audio data, and-multiplexing flags 
corresponding to the respective digital data and indicating whether or not the respective 
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digital data are multiplexed-erae i, and a scene description flag indicating whether there 
is scene description data that indicate the respective playback times or playback position 
of the digital data . 



13. (Cancelled) 



-8- 



